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BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO SYSTEMDISKS

Fart I1: Start Me Up!
By Josef Wanken

This installment of the Beginner's Guide To
System Disks will discuss how the System Disk
starts up and loads everything into place as well
as clesring up what most of the files on the disk
are used for. Where the first par of this series
was basically an overview of the System Disk, this
instaliment is mainly GS¢OS information, and not
generic System Disk information. Yhile the
information presented in this aticle is not
necessary for you to be able to use s System
Disk, it is information that will generslly be useful
to know, even if all you use your computer for is
running vour word processor or playing games.

Just how the heck does e System Disk stert
everything? Well I'll tell ya... On the first peet of
every disk there is something called the boot
biock. “When wou tum your computer on, it stens
segrching all your devices to see if it con resd in a
bocot biock. If it can, it will read it in and then tum

cantrol averto whatever wes read. In nesrly every”

case, the boot block contains a short piece of
code which loads in s bootstrap program. In the
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case of a |[IGS System Disk, this bootstrep
progrem is called ProDOS. It is located inthe root
(i.e. the "topmost") directory of vour System Disk.
The ProDOS file does a whole bunch of interesting
things such as determining whet operating system
to load (ProDOS 8 or GS!O'S). The boring cese is
ProDOSJ8GIt loads in the file called P§ from the
*:System: directory snd then executes it. The
interesting case is when the ProDOS file decides
that GS/OS needs to be losded. First, afile called
Start.GS.0S is loaded and executed. This file
contains sl the code necessary to load in the rest
of GSI0S.

The Start G5.0S file does an anormous amount of
work. Itloads in the file G53.08 which contsins
the Loader end most of GS{OS. It eiso loads in
the ERROR .MSG fila. This file contains plain
English translations of most GSIOS envor codes.
Next, all of the File System Translators (FSTs) sre
loaded, ther Device Drivers sre aither foaded or
generated. Afterthat, Initialization (Init) files are
exacuted, then New Desk Accessories (NDAs)
and Classic Desk Accessories (CDAs) sre loaded.
At this point, everything raquired for GS{OS to
operate should be in memaory.
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Meetings - Reguler Membership_
The regular membership tneeting is held on
the third Thursday of the month, with &
starttime of 7:30 p.m.. The meeting is held
at:
‘the computer store”,
444 Ferry Street, Sslem, OR.
The generel public is invited to attend.

Meetings - Boord of Directors

The Boerd of Directors meeting is held
before the reguler meeting or as otherwise
arvanged,

Annusal Membership Dues
individual member $15.00

The WAC BBS is currently provided ot ho
charge, however if you would like to make
a donstion to keep the BBS running,
oontact;

Neal Layton

P.O.Box 18435

Salem,Oregon 97305

Wac Joumal

The WAC Joumal is en independent
publicetion not affilisted or otherwise
associsted with or sponsored or
sanctioned by Apple Computer, Inc. The
opinions, statements, positions and
views stated herein are those of the
authot{s) or publisher and are not
intended to be the opinions, statements,
positions or views of Apple Computer,
Inc. Apple, the Apple logo, snd other
Apple trademarks are the property of
Apple Computer, Inc.

Authors should submit their srticles in
heard copy, 3 112 inch disk or send it via
modem to the editor at the above number
bythe first of the month.

Copy should be submitted in ANY form
vou wish. | oan read any formet from any
computer types so if vou have
something that Ieoks good send it in.

The WAC Joumal is published monthly.

Contributing writers are needed,
especially for the Who's Who column.
This is & member written column desling
with whet esach individual is daing with
their computer, whey, kind of computer
and programs yvou use, and how long
you've had your computer. ! con accept
your article st sy time for this column,
Call ne!

This newsletter was produced with
Appleworks GS and printed on an
imagewriter ¢/ .
















Membership Application
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P.0.Box 7252 Salem. OR 97303-0053
Voice 838-5870 BBS 363-0861
rName o
Address
City
State
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\fhone B

. N . . . ™
Please list computer(s] and softvare vau Please list areas of interest {i.e. DTR,
use regulay: graphics, spreadsheets, etc )
— I A

Membershipfeeis $15.00 annually.

Please make vourchecks payable to: Willamette Apple Connection, Inc.
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